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Reasons for Renewing the Treaties. 

. A most important question is now pending before 
the United States Senate which must interest* every 
advocate of peace and arbitration, that of the re- 
newal of numerous arbitration treaties heretofore en- 
tered into by the United States. In the year 1908 
and the following years some twenty treaties were 
made with various nations, strong and weak, under 
which it was agreed that differences which might 
arise of a legal nature or relating to the interpreta- 
tion of existing treaties which it might not have been- 
possible to settle by diplomacy, should be referred 
to the permanent court of arbitration established at 
The Hague, providing, however, that these differ- 
ences did not affect the vital interests, the independ- 
ence or the honor of the two contracting States, and 
did not concern the interests of third parties. Each 
treaty was concluded for a period of five years, 



These treaties are modeled upon an agreement be- 
tween France and Great Britain in the year 1904, 
an agreement which was followed by numerous other 
conventions between nations of Europe. While 
these conventions contain the exemptions named 
they have paved the way for the amicable settlement 
of the great majority of controversies likely to arise 
between nations. They are also part of an orderly 
progress in the direction of peace. Indeed they 
marked a distinct step toward other treaties, such 
as those with Great Britain and France submitted 
to the Senate by President Taft and Secretary Knox 
in the year 1911. 

The five-year period has terminated in some cases 
and is now coming to a close in others. The treaty 
with France was renewed without opposition in the 
month of February last. Those with Great Britain, 
Spain, and Italy have expired, and the administra- 
tion has promptly submitted propositions for their 
renewal. Each of the countries mentioned has signi- 
fied its desire to renew, but unfortunately opposition 
has developed in the Senate which seems quite 
formidable. This opposition arose in the first in- 
stance in relation to the treaty with Great Britain, 
and for no reason except that it might involve a sub- 
mission of the question of our right to remit tolls on 
American ships engaged in domestic trade passing 
through the Panama Canal, a question resting on 
existing treaty relations. By no stretch of construc- 
tion could this controversy be regarded as one affect- 
ing the vital interests, independence, or the honor 
of the two contracting States. 

This opposition is to be regretted. If ratification 
of the treaties in the form presented should be re- 
fused, it would indicate a backward step of the most 
serious nature. It would show to the world that our 
claim that we believe in arbitration is a mere empty 
boast; that we are. willing to arbitrate when there is 
no possibility of an adverse decision, but whenever 
our position is a doubtful one we refuse. In the past 
we have been in the very forefront not only as re- 
gards arbitrations to which the United States has 
been a party, but in seeking by friendly offices 
to secure peace between other nations. This was 
notably true of the efforts of President Roosevelt 
to terminate the bloody war between Japan and 
Russia. We cannot afford to destroy this most 
beneficent record because of unwillingness to sub- 
mit to a fair tribunal the question of Panama 
Canal tolls. In an exceptional sense this is one 
which should not be the source of a quarrel be- 
tween friendly countries. The exemption or non- 
exemption does not mean any abatement of 
national honor. To free our ships in the domestic 
trade from charges for passing through the canal 



